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Silver Bullets
Just kidding, there aren't













Debug like a scientist









What's wrong with everyone else's wheels?







Work Local



Seed Your Database



Sidebar: is this all  
really a code smell?



Seed Data Wish List

• Referentially intact(-ish) 

• Usefully broad 

• Small and fast 

• Quick and easy to refresh



Jailer



rdbms-subsetter



yaml_db





Found It!



Features

• DB agnostic 

• Encode data as JSON 

• Save via sqlite 

• Random or not-random 

• Tolerates imperfection





































Performance?

• gzip the sqlite files 

• Subsets 120GB -> 7MB in 55s (MS SQL) 

• Imports inside VirtualBox in 150s 

• MySQL imports much faster



Bonus Feature!



Our Killer App???

Bug-focused subsets



Future Directions
• Foreign key discovery 

• Improve scrambler API 

• Library of standards scramblers 

• More supported DBs 

• Test Suite 

• More granular limits 

• Ideas please!



Wrapping Up

• Version control is key 

• If you can't be reckless with your dev DB, you're 
missing out 

• Check out Jailer, rdbms-subsetter, or 
db_subsetter



Questions?

Joe Francis 
@lostapathy 

joe@lostapathy.com
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